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howden. Madame Tatarinov, widow of an officer in the guards, devoted herself to charitable work among the poor and frequented revivals of Russian sectarians who practiced communal singing and dancing as a means of stimulating religious emotions. Similar gatherings held by Madame Tatarinov in the apartments she occupied in one of the imperial palaces were patronized by the elite of St. Petersburg society, including Golitsin and Koshelev. After her admission into the fold of the Russian Church in 1817, Madame Tatarinov proclaimed herself endowed with the gift of prophecy. Alexander, who knew her personally, took a keen interest in the activities of her group, which prospered until 1822, when it fell under the ban imposed on all "secret" societies.
The ranks of the apostles of the evangelical and mystical brand of Christianity sponsored by the Bible Society, by Madame Krudener, and by Madame Tatarinov were reinforced in 1819 and 1820 by the arrival in St. Petersburg of two renegade Roman Catholic priests from Bavaria, Lindel and Gossner, who, under the high patronage of Golitsin, preached to the aristocratic congregations of the capital a reformed Catholicism which amounted to the denial of the dogmas and institutions of the Church of Rome.
The real significance of these religious movements, ephemeral and unimportant in themselves, lies in the influence they exercised upon the tsar and, through him, on the entire course of Russian policy. Daily communion with divine power had filled Alexander with the burning desire to rebuild this imperfect world according to the principles of Christian morality, and close association with visionaries such as Koshelev, Baroness Krudener, and Madame Tatarinov led him to imagine that he was the chosen instrument of Providence for the achievement of this supreme aim. Count Lebzeltern, a usually keen and penetrating observer, was for once grievously wrong when he wrote to Metternich on March 30, 1813: "As to the views of the emperor about the future, the most beautiful projects in the world, believe me. ... I am neither so presumptuous nor absurd as to give them for a moment, even for a single moment, a serious thought; I attribute them to the pure kindness and high indulgence (pure bonti et haute indulgence) of His Majesty/7 The Austrian ambassador, however, displayed his customary acumen when he added: "I would have given everything in the world in order that this prince and Your Excellency should come to know each other better; I can think of no